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MCGOWAN GOVERNMENT — ELECTION COMMITMENTS 

299. Dr M.D. NAHAN to the Premier: 

Before I ask my question, on behalf of the opposition I pass on my condolences to the families and friends of the 
victims of the tragic shootings in Margaret River, to the community of Margaret River and of course to the first 
responders. 

I refer to the fact that the Labor government, which the Premier leads, has increased the cost of living for struggling 
Western Australian households to the tune $700 per household in just over a year—by the way, that is 13 times 
the inflation rate—and that these cost-of-living increases are substantially more than those that the Premier 
characterised a few years ago while in opposition as mean spirited. Why are Western Australians being slugged to 
pay for the Labor government’s $5 billion worth of unaffordable election commitments? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

The Leader of the Opposition is nothing if not predictable. I want to compare the first two budgets of my Labor 
government with the first two budgets of the Liberal–National government that we succeeded. It is an important 
comparison. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: In the first budget, in the first year, of the Liberal–National government—the government 
that the Leader of the Opposition was a senior member of—the electricity increase — 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I will not take interjections. You have asked a question; here is the 
answer. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The electricity increase in the first year was 25.6 per cent. 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: I call the Leader of the Opposition for the first time. I think it was only 10 seconds after I said 
I was not taking interjections that he interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: That is two and a half times the increase in the Labor government’s first budget. The increase 
in the second budget of the Liberal–National government was 16.1 per cent, two and a half times the increase of 
the Labor government. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The increase in water charges in the first budget was 10 per cent and in the second 
budget it was 17 per cent. In our budget the other day it was a 5.5 per cent increase in water charges, and in the 
Liberal–National government’s second budget it was 17 per cent. Does the opposition not think that the word 
“hypocrisy” comes in here? 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Does the opposition not think that hypocrisy is something for its members to all think about. 

Mrs L.M. Harvey interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Scarborough! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Let us also think of the situation each government faced. The Liberal–National government 
faced record low levels of debt and a record high surplus when it came into government. 

Mr A. Krsticevic interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Carine! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: We face — 

Several members interjected. 
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Mr M. McGOWAN: The opposition is obviously not listening to your instructions, Mr Speaker. 

Mr D.C. Nalder interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Bateman, it is not a chat fest. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: We face the worst level of debt and deficit in the history of Western Australia created by 
the Liberal Party and Nationals WA. The former government was responsible for forty thousand million dollars 
of losses to this state. I am aware — 

Several members interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The opposition does not like hearing the truth; it really does not. I am aware of 
a Liberal Party member who does accept the truth. 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: He is none other than Hon Dr Steve Thomas, the sole Liberal in the upper house in the 
South West Region. Do members remember him—the sole Liberal down there? I will quote him, because I think 
it is instructive for all opposition members down here. He is a man of integrity compared with them. He said, 
“I am one of the Liberals who has said the debt burden by Colin Barnett was too high and I am the guy who has 
apologised for that, so I absolutely accept that is why a boring budget is often a good budget.” He actually takes 
responsibility, unlike the Leader of the Opposition. He has not apologised for what he did. The Liberal Party’s 
only solution to the issue of electricity is to sell Western Power. I just say that, because — 

Mr D.C. Nalder interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Bateman, I have warned you a couple of times. I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I say that, because that is clearly the Liberal Party’s position—selling Western Power is its 
position. I will put that on record and the Leader of the Opposition’s supplementary question can confirm it or 
otherwise. 
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